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WASHINGTON.
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THE CURHENCY PROBLEM.

& PLAN FUK KESUMING SPECIE FAYMENTS AXD AT
THE SAME INFLATING THE VOLUME OF CUKNR-
ENUY,

|BY TELEGRATA TO THE TRINUNE. |
Wasmino ros, Dee, Je.—An experienced banker,
who hae given great attention to guestions of na-
tional finance, 1alking with a member of the Bank-
mg and Carrency Committee lately, nrged a plan

for resuming  specie payments and at  the
e time affording  the imcreased  volume
of  currency  for  which the West and

fouth are so clamorous. * Let the Treasury issne
L0000, 00 of bonds,” he sad, ** and sell them for
gold. aud at the same time bring the greenbaok cir-
caladion up to $400,000,000. The gold thus obtained
with that now in the treasury, wonld be smple,
secording to experience under the old State bank-
ing  eystemn, to float  the whole body of
greenback  cirenlation under a resumption of
specie payments, Then let there be an additionsl
eue of National bank notés to the exteut of
$ 100,000 00, with a provision authorizing the banks
1o redecn their notes in either greenbacks or gold.
I'he additional paper money thus secured, with the
gold that would be released by resumnption aud
thrown into eirculation as enrreney, would aftord
suflation to the fullest extent roquired.”

The objection of the member of the Banking
Committoe to this scheme was not that the intla-
twon 1t provides for wonld be a damage to the
conntry instead of & benefit, for he is an infla-
tiopist, bui he said that resumption could oot be
maintained for any considerable time so long as the
balance of trade 18 against vs at the rate of
$00,000,000 & year.  The gold wonld soon be drained
from the Treasury, he argued, and then a corner
wonld be made in Wall-st, to force the Government

o murpend,
——

IHE PRINTING ABUSE.

ANOTHER ETEF IN THE DIRECTION OF REFORM—A
EILL ADOFTED BY THE SENATE REPEALING THE
1AW REQUIRING THE PRINTING OF DOCUMENTS
FOK POPULAT DISTRIBUTION,

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRINUNE]
Wasmigoron, Dec. 19.—The Senate has taken an-

o' bt step toward reformiog the public printing

shase. It has for several years been the law that of

eirtan wonnal reports the public printer ehall,
without any resolution directing bim  to de

o, print  an  extra wnumber for  general

istribution ; that is, make au edition of from 20,000

1o 80,000 of them in additioh to 1,600 printed for the

nee of the two Houses and those supplied to the De-

partients.  Ope of those documents 8 the abridge-
ment of the annual reports, of which thelaw requires

& 0, Mr. Authony reported from his commiftee

today @ bill repealing the law  requiring

e printing of this docomeot, and urged im-

mediate aotion, gince if the bill was not passed

I fore the recess, the Public Printer would have to |

#o on and get ont the edition. A debate of conrse

ensaed, in which several Senators avowed them- |
without indorsing them. He said as much in reply.

polves as in favor of reviving the franking privi-
Jege, but opposed to allowing any more extravagant
priuting, unless a way of sending the documweuts
Free through the mails was devised.

Mr, Sarpent said that the ink, presswork, papers
sud binding for the agricultural report, now 1in
ty po. khould the House resolution pass, would cost
§ im0, Mr. Sherman moved to amend the bill by
moking it saspend oll laws and resolutions author-
g extra docinmente te be printed for popular dis-

tribution, and the bill, as thus amended,
wus  pussed. Although  the House did
met act  upon  this  bill, the Public Printer

w.il ot probably, go on with the work during the
res eim The passage of this bill by the Senate will
s pend the printing of the following, among other
documents : 10,00 coples of the report on exports
and Importe; 85,000 copies abridgement annual
Faccutive teports: 7000 copies commereial rela-
tone; 6,000 copies diplomatic correspondence, two
wolmes,

It 3¢ bt fair to the Pablie Printer to state one
fac1 that Mr. Authony mentioned in the debate to-
day, sud that is, that all of the blavks, &c., used in
the ke veral Departments are now printed at the pub-
dic printing office at half the cost to the Government
wlich would be charged by outside firms, The fanlt
Ak not that the printing that is done costs too much,
bu: that there & too much of it done. For this,
Congress sloge’ aod pot the Publie Printer is re-
sl le, '

—_———

THE CIVIL RIGHTS BILL.

KILL TH¥ REGULAR ORDER 1IN THE HOUSE—
FIFECHES LY MESERS, BUTLER, BECK, AND
hAINEY.

'EY TELEGRATR T0 THE TRIBUNE. |

Wasmngron, Dec. 18.—The Civil Rights bill of
1 Judiciary Commitiee was the regular order in
10 House to-day, and short spesches were made
wpon it by Messrs. Butler, Beck, and Rainey. Mr.
Futler wanted a vote to-dav, but Alex. H. Stephens
sproaled for more time, saying that he wanted to
welate the bill, and was not well enough to do so
mbw, Ap arrangement was made for the discussion
10 continne until the second day after the recess.

The key note of the opposition to the measure on
Abe part of the Demoerats was struck by Mr. Beck,
who argued that it infringed upon the constitutional
righte of the States, by assaming for the General
Government powers that belonged to them. He
amoted & late decision of the Supreme Court to prove
abst United States citizenship and State citizenship
were different things, and said that the rights of
witsenship proposed to be enforced by the bill were
1ot guarantesd by the Constitotion or by the Foar-
teenth Amendment, but were matters for the States
to regulute. He wanted the negro to have all hig
righits, but the bill would injure him instead of ben-
efitting him. The effort to force black children into
white schiools would break up the schools and de-
gnve the negroes of the opportunity they now had
of getting an education, He detracted considerable
from the effocts of what was an able speech by his
bute mperate conclusion, in which he charged that
the abject of the Republicans in passing the bill was
&0 ereate s revolution in the South, 80 as 1o put it
under bayonet rule again.-

Mr. Rainey, a colored member from South Caro-
Jina, made & strong sppeal for equal rights and priv-
Slegem for his race, describing the insulte which they
bad b0 endite becsuse of their color ; their exclu-
won from Lotals, restanrants, aud places of amuse-
went, snd saying that even when they paid the last
debit to nature, which brought all men to & common
Jeval, there were discriminations made against them
in the place of their bunal.

m ———
THE HOLIDAY RECESS,

MOTIVEE OF PUBLIC POLICY INDUCE BENATORE TO
VOTE POR THE ADJOURNMENT-—RELIFF THAT THE
SENATE WILL BE ABLE TO ACT MORE INTEL-
LIGENTLY ON IMPORTANT QUESTIONE AFTER THE
RBCKERR

|BY TRLEGRAPR TO THE TRIBDAE)

WasnikGrox, Dec. 19.—The Seunte found out, to-
dmy. what every careful observer of its procesdings
huew before, that there were k0 many diverse views

o the repeal of the Bankruptey sel that it would

e impossible for that body 1o agree on any measure

o two weeks, should it remain in sesson. Several

Benators who voted for the boliday recess this

sfterpoon, did so  from motives of public

policy. They »say that the business of the
wontry ¢ improving day by day, and will be
in & much wore bealthy cdudition on the Sth
of Janwsry than it is now. The cry for expansion

«f tbe eurrency will not be so loud, aod Congress

will be sble 10 act upon the financial question much

more eatmly than it woald now. ‘The wajority of
the wariion speccbes that bave been made on this

L 13

subject in the Senate have done more harm than

good. Noone who has written a speech on this sub-
jeet, except Benator Fenton, has apparently brought
to its discussion a eareful study of the prineiples that
underlie it, and the majority of the speeches that
are to come will probably be no better than those
already read. After the recess the Sepate will be
able to tako hold of the Pinchback case and handle
it more understandiogly. Very few expected a re-
port from Mr. Morton's Committes for weeks to
come, sud very few Senajors were prepared for the
debate. Some of them, at least, will spend a part of
the recess in reading the testimony taken and the
report made last Winter,
=
THE CHORPENNING CLAIM.

t. CESSXA REVIEWS THE HISTORY OF THE CLATM
AND URGES 1TS RE-EXAMINATION—AN ANGRY
DEBATE BETWEEN MESSRE, DAWES AND CESSNA.

(BY TRLEGRAFH TO THE TRIDUNE,|

Wasmsaron, Dee. 10.=With the return of Mr.
Cessna 1o Congress, the ecelebrated Chorpenning
¢laim has agam come to 1he surface. It was Mr.
Cessna who, in 1870, introdneed and pressed the res-
olution directing the Postmaster-General to settle
the claim, and he had to bear the brunt of Mr.
Dawes's furions attack upon it a few dave later. He
said nothing in reply when Mr. Dawes charged him
then with imposing a monetrons frand upon the
House. To all appearances he was anmbilated, and
when he wert out of Congress a few weeks later
any one who shonld have predicted that he would
ever return wonld have been thonght insane.
He did the best thing possible to vindicate
himself, At the next election he went hefore e
peoplo of his district as a candidate, and they de-
vlared their confidence in his integrity by reélecting
him, To-day he presented a petition from more
than 200 leading citizens of Somerset County,
Penn., who assert their belief in the honesty of Mr.
Chorpenning and in the justice of his claim, and ask
that it mav be investigated, *

Getting the floor for a personal explanation, Mr.
Cessng reviewed the Wistory of the claim, stated
the charges wade by Mr, Dawes against it in the
XLIst Congress, and the answer of his constituent,
Mr. €horpenning. to them, These answera charged
migreprosentation and unfairness upon Mr, Dawes,
and raised important questions of veracity., 1f the
statements were sustaned, they would put Mr.
Dawes in the position of having killed an honest
claim, and having branded an bonest man as a
swindler, without evidence, and withoot giving his
vietim a ehance to be heard in his own defense.

Mr. Dawes left his seat while Mr, Cessna was
reading bis monuscript, and took a chair directly in
front of him. Borrowing a page of the manscript
containing soine severe sentences, he went back to
his place, ind when Mr. Cessna sat down he made an
excited reply, condemuing the Pennsylvania mem-
ber for arguing the case in advanee, and sfat-
ing that the report or a Committee of the
House was false, and that no fair, intelligent, or le-
wal investigation of the claim was ever made. In
this Mr. Dawes was wrong, for Mr. Cessna had only
stated the allegations made by Mr. Chorpenning,

Mr, Beck then questioped lum sharply about his gi-
Jomee in the X LIst Congress, when the claim wans first
denounced, M. Cessna’s excnse was that he did
not understand the cage theroughly, and did not
want to appear a8 trying to get money from the
Freasury for a constituent on a elaim which any one
thought not right. He declared that neither he nor
Mr. Chorpenning baid been heard by Mr. Dawes's
committee before the report was made,

Mr. Dawessaid that Mr. Chorpenning’s lawyer was
told he could have u hearing, and declared that there
had been a full investigation in both the House and
the Senate,  After considerable talk, which was suffi-
ciently ill-tempered to attract the attention of the
entire House, althongh strictly parlinmentary, the
aftair ended by Mr. Cessna saving that he wished
time to consider what Committee he would ask to
make the investigation, and Mr. Dawes intimatine
that any Committee would bring iu the satwe verdiet
ou the claim that they bad done,

R gk
CURRENT TOPICS AT THE CAPITAL.
THF POWER OF CONGRESS T0 REGULATE RAILROAD
CTARGES, )
WASHINGTON, Friday, Dea, 19, 1878,

The House was falrlyjcommitted to-day Lo the theors
that Congress has power (o regulate the charges on
railroads by adopting a resolution offered by Mr. Cotton
of Tows, dirceting the Committee on Hullways and
Canals to Inguire whether the tariff of the road for

treight and passengers between Rock  lsland and
Omahs wnas ressousble, and If not, to report what
are ¥y fo pel  the road to

make them so, This resolution will nndonbledly be
followed by many slmilar ones, which will open a de-
termined warfsre upon ibe  principal  railroads
of the Weat. Another movement in the same direction
was & resolution of Mr. Luttrell. (ostructing the Juo-
diclary Comnmittee to bring in & bill to enfores the re-

!nymem by the Pacifie Rallroads of the Interest the
;overnment has pald on their bonds. According 1o the
reamble of Mr. Luttrell’s resolution, the Goveroment

as aleeady pald §20.447,986 as interest on the honds of

the Union Pacifie, Central Pacifle, Kankas Pacifie, and

Slou x City and Pacific roads, and must shortly pay

#1.292,470 more.  The resolution was objecied 1o aud uol

recvived.

THE CASE OF ASSISTANT-TREASURER HILLAOUSE OF
NEW-YORK,

The Ways and Means Committee discussed to-day the
proposition 1o relieve Assistant-Treasursr Hillhouse of
New-York of his responsibility for the loks, by the sm-
pezzlement of hisn stamp clerk, of property to the
smount of §180,000 belouging to the United Btates. No
deglnion was reached, but the discusslon led to
another rather sharp bot  good-mstured . one
petween two of the members on another
point. Mr. Nitlack (Dem., Ind.) remarked thatit hed
hitherfo beeu s t of much epeculation in bis mind,
whare all the monoy eame from Lo carry elections, leavy
ing the inferenoe, that be suppossd that all emberrle-
ments went into Republicsn funds for carrying Indiana
Mr. Foater (Rep., Oblo), aleo a member of the Commil-
tee, said he knew where some of [the mopey came from,
and on bejng asked 1o zive his knowledge, be aaid: * It
somes from Fernando Wood,"” whois also & member
of the Committes. Mr. Foster then recalied to the
minde of the members the fact thet his Demoorstic
colleague (Mr. Morgan) ef the last Congress bad
ar:grd. by scoident, in & post-oftios 1 bis district Mr.
Wood's chock Tor §1,000, which Mr. Morgan subssquentiy
sdmitted was s cootribution from Mr. Wood to aid in
bis (Mr. Morgan's) slection. i

THE TREMAIN-BUTLER BANKRUPTCY BILL.

The origin of the Tremain-Butler Bankruptey bill,
populsriy known as the ** Jay Cooke bilL" s still a topio of
conversation in the House, It appears that the bill never
bad the approval of the Judiciary Commities, nor was
iteven read to them. The Committee suthorized Mesars
Tremain and Butler to prepars & bill repealing the
Bankruptey law, with & provision to save pending
cases. Under this suthority, end with the aid of the
attorney of Jay Cooke & Co., IL s clnrged, they pre-
pared fthe five sections of the bill that sppearsd

expressly designed to meel the oase of the
great Dbaukrupt firm, and would Dbave enas
pled them to get control of  their sasefs

sod to go on with thelr business. Tbs other
members of the Committes expected fhas a bill wouhl
be brought in savi uding cases by simply continu-

hem under theold iaw, and were su
::::ﬂ affair that Mr. Tremain o s sud

nom
to w&lndu‘:r:l for an immediate vots upon it as »
Committer bill.
JUDGE DURELL'S CASE T0 BR INVESTIGATED.

Judge Durell will have to stand the ordeal of a thor-
ough lnvestigation at lust. The Committee on the Jn-
diciary gol feave of the House \lo-day to send s Buh-
Committee to New-Oriesus, during the reseas, and taks
teptimony In bis cRSe. If thers wan nothing sgaimst him
hut his oulrageois acts offpolitical usurpation, he mieht
bope to escape; but thers are serious charges
made sgsinst bim, ®O Mr. Butier said, of misap-
plieation of funds and misproceediogs in bankraptey

New-Orleana that one No a
oaaes, [t Ja nogorious in o g “’:k

tlight in the Kellogg periy
udg rocelyer in baukruptoy,
® ll:;tll. mﬂn#. . 0 hat

{ Darell and Norion,
vy unt management e ditors, while Nertap, if

dividenda
'mnunll."h‘u“g':cmh.
P Bevier Kaori of i ¥ dingt s Sosond Pogr)

SPANISH SURRENDER.

RELEASE OF THE PRISONERS.
THEY ARE TO BE BROUGHT TO SEW-YORK OX THE
JVNIATA.

SaxTiaco pr Cona, Dee, 18, by ;rng of HAVANA,
Dee. 19.—~The surviving passengers and erew of the
steamsbip Virginius were delivered to-day to Com-
mander Braine of the United States steamship Ju-
niata. 4

They were sent on board that veseel, which seon
after took ber departure for New-York.

WasHINGTON, Dee. 19, —0Our Consul-General at
Havana telegraphs to the Secretary of State that
the Captain-General bad informed him that the
Virginius prisoners were yesterday delivered to the
commander of the Juniata,

Wasmsaros, Dee, 10.—The following digpatehes
were received here to-night:

17. 8, Steamer Woncester, Key WesT, Dee. 19.
The Hon. GEO, M. RopEsos, Secrelary of the Nary.

W ashington, !

Our Consnl at Havana telegraphs that the Virgin-
ins prisoners were delivered to the Juniata yester
day aud she sailed immediately for New-York. My
dispateh to the commanding oficer at Santiago, he
savs, wis transmitted by telegraph and mail yester-

day. (. H. Scorr, Rear-Admiral.
Havasa, Dec, 1%, 1835
To the Secretary of the Nary, Washington:
Commander Braine telegraphs you as follows
SANTIAGO DE CUBA, Dec, 18.—~The prisoners of the yir-
ginjus have been delivered to-day, 15th of December. 1
shall sail to-day for New-York., The Kansas and Cansn:
daigua are here, awalting ordere.

Hant, Consule
The Virginius, convoyed by the Ossipee, is now o

lLier way to New-York,
[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE.]

WasninaToy, Dee. 19,—The following has been
received from a special correspondent :

Ky West, Fla, Dee. 19.—The Fortune left |
to-day, a5 expected, for Santiago de Cuba, It is
reported hore that the Virginins prisoners have
been gnrrendered, and gone north on the Juniata.

Latkit—Admiral Scott has been officially in-
formed from Havana to-night that the Virginios
prisoners were peaceably surrendered yesterday.

Details are not given,
i

MOVEMENTS OF THE VIRGINIUS.
HER DEPARTUHRE FROM THE TORTUGAS—NEW-YORK
HER SUPPOSED DESTINATION,
|8V TELEGRAFH TO THE TRINUNE. ]

WasHinGToxN, Dee, 10.—The following has beenre-
ceived from a special correspondent @

Key West, Fla., Dee, 10.—The Virginins left Dry
Tortugas at abont 12 o’clock last night nnder the
convoy of the sloop-of-war Ossipee, and both ves-
sels were spokeg off Key West this morniog. When
the Virginins left the Tortugas she had three or four
feet of water in the hold, and was leaking so
bacly that the steam pumps were obliged to b
kept going continnally to keep the water down.
Lieut. Marix, the Flag-Lientenant who brought
the Virginius from Bahia Honda, was left ot the
Tortugas to report to Admiral Beott, and the Vir-
ginins i to go north in charge of Laent.-Commander
Woodrow of the Ossipee, Master Callioun of the
Worcester, and Engineer Lamden of the Saugus. It
is unofficially stated that the Virginlus will be taken

directly to New-York instesd of Washington ssat

tirst announced. She has 22 tons of coal on board,
but she will probably be towed by the Ossipee nnsil
pearly at her destination, when she may make a
epurt for the entrance into the harbor without as-

nistance,
e —————

STATUS OF THE VIRGINIUS.
REPORTED DECISION IN REGARD TO HER RIGHT TO
BEAR TIHE AMERICAN FLAG,

Losnox, Haturday, Dec, 306 8. m.

Special dispatehes from Madrid say there is great
rejoiving there over a ramor that the Government of
the 1'nited states has decided that the Virginios
was not entitled to carry the American flag.

The Lomdon Times, commenting on the report, gayve
such a decision would be consistent with truth and
juktice,

R
COMMENTS ON PRESIDENT GRANT'S MES-
SAGE,

118 REFERENCE 10 SLAVERY IN CUBA SHARFLY EE-
BENTED BY THE HAVANA IRESS.

Havaxa, Dec. 18, via Key West, Dee, 19.-The
Diario of to-day comments on the President’s Mes-
sage. It says the person who telegraphed that the
President expreased bimself moderately in that part
of the message having reference to Spain told
an untruth, Certainly the President expresses
the moderation of eatisfied  vanity and an
aim accomplished in treating of the Virginins
afigir; but the paragraph about Cuba deserves
the qualification of “infamous libel,” given
to it by Bl Cronista. The parsgraph is a re-
capitulation of the insults, calumnies and vulgan-
ties which hiave been published everywhere against
the Joyalista in Cuba, and which are now for the
first time published in an official document which
onght to distingnish itself by correctness, style and
elevation ot idess. The Diario continnes: * The
President handles the gunestion of the interior rule
of 8pain, the progress and solution of which belong
exclusively to the constitutional powers within the
Spanish nation, He assumes a species of protect-
orate or guardianship, which would make even the

" weak mnd pusillanimons blush—which we repulse,

preferring death to dishonor a thousand times, We
protest against the document in the name of the
Spaniards of Cuba.”

The Vozr de Cwba save of the message:] “We
have carefully read the document, which should
form an epoch in American official literature.,” Of
the part referringjto the Island of Cuba the Fos says
thia in nothing resembles those dignified doruments,
elevated in views and language, in which the first
magistrates of the Republic are accustomed to give
an account to Congress, or rather to the nation, of
itsinternal and externsl relstions. It appears im-
possible that Mr. Fish could advise or consent to such
s document, The President descends into regions to
bim unkpown, and meddles with what s not his
business. The interior affairs of the Spanish
provinces are /not under his jurisdiction,
and surely be onght not to treat them in a manner
as far removed from truth as from decorum. The
Vor adds : * Let President Grant demand the surren-
der of the Virginius if his conscience permita; but
he must let alone the political parties and intarior
matters of onr country—things which are never to
be meddled with, He should remember that ne
pation is more jealous than the American of similar
interference, and as the pretensions of Great Britain
were the prime eause of the war of 1812, we, imitat-
ing the noble conduct of the Americans of that
time, are resolved to die if we eannot ner,
before allowing such interference and iutelage.

——— :
FXPENDITURES OF THE NAVY DEPARTMENT.
IMPLIED CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH THE GRANT OF
$4.000,000 WAS MADE — NAVAL FPREPARATIONS
COSTINUED AFTER THE NECESSITY HAS CEASED.
(BT TELEGRAFE TO THE TRIBUNE.)

Wasimisaros, Dec 19.—Although both Honsea of
Cougress have, with remarkable unanimity, passed
the bill appropriating $4,000,000 for the extraordi-
nary expenses of the Navy Department, conseqnent
upon the lste Virginioa exeilement, there were ver
tain conditions, universally nnderstood, en which
the money waa voted. The Secrotary reported that
he had not, st the mesling of Congress, exceeded in
his expenditures the appropriations for the current
year, but thet the measurcs be bad taken had

S

PRICE FOUR CENTS.

U

already almost exhansted the money of the working
bareaus of the Department, aod that these must be
rupplied if the work is to go on.  He farther says in
his letter of Dee. & that the amount required 1o
resmburse the hurcans so as to oarry them through
the year, and also to put abl onr available monitors
i order, will not be less than $4.000,000, 1f our
foree is to be increased, or if the powerfnl double
l'“"_ﬂ'ld monitors, Miant b, Monadoock, and
Puritan, are to be put in a condition’of nsefuluess,
at least §1,000,000 more will be reguied,

Hince that letter wae written, all danger of war
with 8pain has passed away, and the Socrotary of
“’_"‘ Tl"‘lﬂurs has digcovered that the deficiency pre-
dicted by Tig Trisuxe monthe ago i already upon
him. Every sane man in the country ean now see
that all extry expenditures on the pavy shonld at
once cease, Reveral Senators who spoke in favor of
the appropriation voted s few days ago, expressed
this popular conviction. It may, therefare, be fairly
stated as among the conditions of the appropriation,
t_l“" the exigencies nnder which onr naval prepara-
tione were hegun having passed away, all fur-
ther expenditures looking to the pntting of onr
naAYY on s war footing shonld cease. The
84,000,000 wag voted to ensble the Secretary to
meet the obligations already inenrred sad to earry
on the ordinary Business of the Naval burewns, nntil
the end of the fiscal year. Any part of it not needed
for these purposes, he will be expected to return to
the Treasury on the 1st of July next. He is not ex-
pected 1o pnt all our available mwonitors in order,”
but the indications, coming from every part of the
country during the past few dgys. wre that the
Seorctary having got this large sum, suppeses
himsell bound to spend it all, and that e is making
new eontracts in every direetion,

A recent telegram from Norfolk, in reporting a re-
duction of foree in the Navy-Yard at that place,
=ays that the reduction is caused by a want of
money, which, it was expected, wonld bg supplied
in a few days, Another digpatch from Phila-
vhia, printed this morning, souounced that
ibe monitor Puritan is to be put in order aod work
will begin upon it soon, From these and numerous
other dispatches and reports, it appears that the
Secretary of the Navy is not only continuing the
work of “potting all the available movitors in
order,” aclass of vessels which every one knows
were 80 hurriedly constructed that they will be of
very little value when repaired, but he is aleo going
on und preparing to do work which in his letter he
saye will require a million more, rominent Sena-
tors and Representatives freely declare that it will
lie utterly impossible for the Secretary to obtain
another dollar from the Treasury for the current
fiscal year, should peace continne, but that he will,
it the proper time, ba held to the strietest Tesponsi-
hility for the expenditure of every dollar already
appropristed. Any contructs made or work hegun
ginee peace has been assured will not be approved
of, nnder the circametatces in which the Tregsury
now fuds itself,

pEESES—
OTHER NAVAL INTELLIGENCE,
THE BROOKLYN NAVY-YAKD,

The anthorities at Washington bave ordered
the eessation of all extra labor at the Navy-Yard, The
ietator, which went juto the d°y-dock at the Erie
Hasin yesterday, the Rounoke, the Florida, and the Min-
nesota, will go into commission in about 10 days. The
Atiantie Dredging Company hae begun removing the
ronl from the ennken barge Upland by means of & dredg-
lng machine, The contractors bave stipulated to pre-
worve the barge from all possible injury, and expect to
complete the work in 12 days, As soon as the Upland is
pufliclently lightened astorn ehe will be gently raised
rifliciently to pass chaine uuder her; then screws will
e placed on either side ; this aecomplished, the diffi-
culty of raising the barge to the surfaes of the water
will be comparatively alight. The Npaniards on hoard
the imprisoned Arapiles wro higbly clated ai the pros-
pect of a speedy release.

WORK AT THE NORFOLK NAVY-YARD,
[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIRUSE.|

NoRFOLK, Va., Dec. 19.—The Yard, yesterday,
was the sceno of & briliant military display, the ocea-
slon being the arrival of Major James Lewis, who sne-
coods Lient. Ciarles L. Sherman us commander o the
Marine Corps st this station. The maneuvers of the
corps were ereditable to both officers and men, Two
hundred barrels of rosn for the Bureaa of Construction
und & laree quantity of white oak timber arrived yes
terday. The Savanush, now nearly completed, will not,
it is thought, sail for her destioation, Key West, until
next Bpring.  Thrtv-eix ealkers were dischargod w-
day, and & number of shipjoiners will probably go
to-morrow.  The total number of men employed in all
departments of the Yard e now 1,251, which will be
roon conslderably reduced. The work on the new Galens
snd new sloop-of-war will be resumed a8 soon as the
Macedonian is finished. Gunner William G. Wibber was
to-day detached from service at Fort Norfolk and ordered
to the Pawnre nt Key Weal,

THE REVENUE CUTTER COLFAX AGROUND,
INT TELEGRAFHI TO THE TRIRUNE.]

Wasminerow, Dee. 19.—The following has
Leen rectived from & special correspondent :

KEY WEsT, Fla., Dee, 19.—The revenne cutter Colfax,
which nrought dispatehes from the Navy Departent
for Admiral Beott, went a‘grnd on Wodnenday while
returning to Bavannah e r returoed to
Key Woal, and weni north on the steamer Gulf Btream,
for Baltimore. The vessel is #till sground, but no lives
are endangorad,

NAVAL ASSIGNMENTS,

WasnixaTox, Dee. 19.—The following orders
wers lssued frow the Navy Department to-day :

Master O, K. Curtis is dotached from the receiving
ship Potowse at Philadelphia; Aeting Assistant Sur-
geon J. W, Dillman is ordered to the Fawnee st Key
West ; Midshipman Thomas C. Wood s placed on wail-
ing orders,

D ——m

ANOTHER EXPEDITION TO CURA.
REPORTED LANDING OF FILIBUSTERS.

HAvANA, Dec. 18, via Key West, Dec. 19.—

1t Is reported that & d the Bantiago de
Cuba has succeeded in landing a» Dlibustering expedi-
tion on the southern comst of the iwland, beiween
Gusntanamo spd Banlisgoe.

——

BRITISH SUBJECTS AMONG THE PRISONERS,
NAMES OF THOSE EXECUTED ON THE TTH OF NO-
VEMBER—NAMES OF THE BURVIVORS.

Mr. Crawford, the Acting British Consnl-
General st Havans, haa forwarded the Earl Granville
the following Msta of British subjects belonging to the
crew of the Virginiua, one eontaining the names of thope
who ware abot at Santisge de Cuba on the 7th of Novem-
ber, and the other of those Who remaived in prison on
the Bth of that moath: 2

Shot-on Nov. 7: James Floody, second mate; Honry
King, . y
Rink Mot oo, Thomel B L By

} k (iood, Sierra Leone
l!m‘t:-.l-l:’h}n, fireman; H
coal ; Jamea Kead, Blerrs
Bamnel Hard, Nagsay, N. P., coal trimmer; Alfred
Helsel), coal trimmer; Walter F. Prince, conl trimmer ;
George Thomas, conl trimmer; Thomas ¢
steward: Bimon Broom, second steward : Willism Roee,
scaman; Henry Bond, seaman, snd George Thowpson,

seaman.
Remaining in prison on the th of Novembar: William
Curtie, colered, 11 years Samoel Hall, colored. 19 years ;

., caal trimmer |

Bdoey Ro ") Gieorge Winster, nearo, 16

ears; William Marsall, pegro. 10 years: Abraham Fin

3 n, colored, 16 years; and George Burke, colpred, 13
#

li——

ONLY ACCOUNT OF THE RELEASE OF THE
VIRGINIUE.
JUST FRIDE.

From The N Kagaier. .
Tue Trisvse is justly proud of ite ac hieve-
mebits in getting the first full account from the seene of
the Virginius surrender st Balis Hoods. Like the
futler of hip country, THE TRIBUNK is Arst in war, Drst
in peace wid first jo the hearts of ila counirymen.

oo e Nowert.desrest

The Herald having been beaten in ite role of
new-?lhem- by Tnk TRIBUNE yoaterday scknowledgos
Itn defeat by gios 1o ::hgm again, THE TRIBINE
published the ouly 1o dispatoh from
the soene of the Virpnive surrender at Babia Hooda.
That The Herald appreciated Tiux TRIEURE'S offurl was
coufessed |n the fuet thal wheroas i earlicr editions
eoutained nothing cuneerning the surrender nxooph
FOUIAT Preas accounts, Yot i the lator od
wis & dispateh, word for word, libe that of THx TRIBUNE.
And this worning The pub

for 1ta Inck Of enterpriss
“ The Herald

THE VILLE DU HAVRE.

A SURVIVORS STORY.
COWARDICE OF FHRENCH SAILORS AND FIREMEN-—
LIFE-PEESERVERS THAT HAD 1O BE CUT LOOSE
—A LEAI FOR LIFE, *

The following letter has been received by Mr, R,
A. Witthans of this eity from his son, who was @
passenger on the ill-fated Ville du Havre:

Horern Liverroor, Panis, Dee, 5,

My Drar Fatuer: 1 arrived here the night be-
fore lust, very much tired, but in perfect health,
after huving witnessed scenes which I shall remem-
ber unti] wmy deatl, and after baving been saved in
almest & miraculous manoer from an ocean grave
by the merey of God, | bave so much to say that I
hardly know where tojeommence ; and as you will
have bad more or less aecurate newspaper acoounts
of the loss of the steamer Ville du Havre, I shall
confine myself to my own personal experience,

Very soon after leaving New-York we ran info a
fog, whick did not leave us definitely until the 20th
of November; on the second day out we loat one
blade of the serew, which of ecourse diminished onr
speed, so that notwithstanding the favorablo winds
which we had, we were only on the sixth day ont at
noon about halfway of our journey. I bad made
it few acquaintances on board and spent most of
my time reading. On Friday afternoon, the 21st of
November, the fog cleared off definitely and we

had a fine wsoneet, At about 104 I went
‘on the deck: the mnight was the most
magniticent  starlight  one fwhich L have

¢ver seen at sea. A pleasant breoze was blowing;
we had a great deal of sail set and were going along
tinely through g tolerably smooth sea; the weather
wae 80 glorious that I remained on deck until about
a quarter past 12 o'clock, when I went below and
turned in. 1 had been asleep but a short time, when
I was suddenly awakened by a tremendous shock
and a lond grinding noise, which lasted only a few
veconds, 1 jnmped ont of bed and, without attempt-
ing to explain to myself what had happened, pulled
on @& pair of trowsers, boots, Ulster over-
coat and hat, and so hmrried .on deck. o I
was one of the first of the passengers to
yeach the deck, The engines stopped, and there was
a quantity of debris lying on the deck. 1n looking
upwards, I observed that but little of this bad coms
down from our rigging, sod then I ran to the star-
board side and saw our bulwarks driven in for a
Jength of fully 30 feet, and all the rigging of the
starbonrd side cut away ; while I was looking over
the side, T saw that the steamer was settling in the
water and the men were working at boats, - I then
made up my mind for the worst, and went aft to
see what chance there was for me, in the boats, for
two of these were already in the water; and as I
came aft I saw them put off to the ship which had
iun us down, and which fortunately had kept atloat
and bhove to about one half of & mile noder our
gtern. These two boats were filled entirely with
Frineh sailory and firemen!  Somé 40 men were
making frantic and nseless efforts to get another
boat over the side, and half of these cowardly
rascals were already in the boat.

Reeing that the erew was entirely demoralized, 1
gave up all hopes of being saved from the steamer
by a boat, and looked around me for some means of
keeping afloat when she should go down, Then I
faw & man near me, hammering at the tafirail with
acapstan bar, and on looking closer I saw he was
trving to get a life-preserver loose. I then recol-
Jeeted having that very day seen a sailor’s knife
sticking in a sheath in the flagstaff; to run and get
thie was the work or a few seconds, and with two
cuted logsened the life-preserver for the man whom
1 hadl seen bammering at it, and whom I recognized
an & Mopsieur Burbansons 1 then went at the next
one. which 1 seenred for myself: then I gave the
knifeto a Mr. Belknap, who had broken all the
blades of his pocket-knife in trying to cnt a life-
proserver loose, T remained at the extreme stern of
the ship for two reasons—first, becanse thers was
little or no ngeing over my head to drag me down
in ease the wteamer shonld sink suddenly ; and. seo-
ondlv, because I had noticed that the bow was lower
in the water than the stern, from which I judged
that she wonld not gink vertically, but go down at
sn angle, bow first, snd therefore canse
wore  suction  forward  than  aft,  which
proved to be the case. After T had secnred
mwy life-preserver, 1 tarned to see what was going on
aronud me; us 1 looked forward Isaw the mainmast
Jean over to leeward. first slowly, and then suddenly
full over the wide, with & terrific erash; from the
rereams and groane which aecompanied and followed
the fall of this mast and the mizzen-mast, which
was dragged along with if, I kpew that many per-
gone had been killed or rrushed more or less se-
verely under the wreek. It then occnrred to me,
snadenly, that if 1 remained on board the steamer
unfil she went down, that [ would find myself in the
water among a crowd of others, some of wham might
peize sud drag me down; so I took off my shoes, coat,
and bhat, put on my life-preserver, got upon the rail,
committed myself to the mercy of God Almighty,
and jumped over the stern,

1 sank of course at first, and then came o the surface
again ; then, after gotfing the water out of my eyes,
I tnrned aronnd and just saw the stern and mast of
the stesmer gomg under; st a short distanes from
me | saw a piece of wreck, upon which wers two
French sailors. 1 pushed forward until I got bold
of this, and shortly afterwards Mr. Belknap swam
up and got hold of it also. We remained in the
water they kav an bour or more—to me it seemed
an eternity, with the black water around ns, the
cold stars above, the shrieks all around; and once
our pece of wreck got entangled with a foating
corppe, which we had great troubls in get-
ting rid of. After a time my trowsers, being
sonked with water, got too heavy for me, #so
1 loosened them and kicked them off; so that when
into a boat, | had only my
I‘W‘hl sud undershirts on, and [ was nearly frozen.

eu 1 got on board lﬁn English ship I obtained
pome --luthinr from the sailors, and swallowed a
stont drink of brandy, which revived me sufliciently
to enable me to Eau-h np some of the many persons
who were scratched or bruised in.various ways ; as
for mywelf, | had not as much as & pin-scratch. 1o
describe the humn'mwanu which occurred on
the ship Loch Earn. as boat after boat brought in
sowne hal{-drowned sufferers, is impossible ; men and
women, but alas! ouly one child, were brought in,
paked or nearly so, almost frozen, half drowned,
snd sll bot thice having lost some dear one, whose
dying sereams still sounded in their ears. One man
had received s bad wound in the head, which had, 1
hope but tewporarily, destroyed his reason; his
grogns and howls were dreadful to bear. In the
midst of all this, O bow thankful I was! and espe-
pecially so for the fact of having been the only one
of our family on this 1ll-fated steamer.

Owipg to e bad hole in the bow of the Loch Eam
Lth:eh was only kept afloat by a watermﬂn bulk-

ead or false bow) we wers transterred to the Amar-
jcan ship Trimountain, Capt. Urquhart, and after
eight diys landed at Cardaff st 4 0'clock last Monday
morning. From there 1 n.-lr’!zr:ipbed to you in New-
York swod dear mother in Paris. mgunt of the
French steamship eompany fornished ns with
elothing enough to cover our nakedness, and gave
us £6 sterling each. We reached London Monday
might, tired and hongry, and on Tuesday 1 visited
our vousiu Gabriel L Witthaus, got from him £50
gterlmg, and on resobing Paris on Wednesday I
found siready » note from the Messrs. Munros
Co. waying that they had received a cable credit for
me from their New-York house; many thanks to
your kind promptuess. | bave, of course, lost all
my effects; but health and life are saved ! I must
close now to catch the post. Will write again by
peat mail, With best love, your devoted son,

Ruporrd A, WirTnavs, jr,
Frecrs el S
BOW COLLISIONS AHE LIKELY TO OCCUR.
NEGIIGENCE OF LOOKOUTS—A CABE FROM EXPERI-
ENCE—THE STATEMENT OF CAPTL. SURMONT RE-
YIEWED,
[FROM THE REGULAK CORRRAFONDENT OF THE TRIBUNE.|

Lospon, Dec. 6.—1n all tue reports of the Ville du
Havre catastrophio there in vothing like an account
of the causes of her collision with the Loch Earn,
The officer in charge of the steamship is dead, and
we whall never got his version of it unless the spirit-

will be good enough to rap it out of him,

sailore do not know or will not ul_l. The writer

of & lettar 1evently published is inclined, from his
esperianee, 10 beliove the lookouts on the forecastlo
waore coiled away usleop under the bulwarks, which
u pomnible enpush. A wure moueral tbeory w that

1 was finally drag

the Loch Earn was seen in time to avaid the col-
lision, but that the officer on the Ville dn Havre,
miscalculating her distanee or speed, believed he
conld run scross her hows, and was cut dowa in
trying. An incident in my own experienee may
throw some light on the question how collisions with
a French ship may sometimes ocenr in seomogly
impossible circnmstances,

In the Antuma of 1565 1 was a passenger on one of
the steamers of the well-known Messagrrus Im-
périales from Marseilles to Alexandria. We found
ourselves one moonlight evening making our way
through the Staits of Messina, Tt was light enongh
to distinqnish a ship some miles off, the shores of
Italy and Sicily were clearly visible, there was po
wind, the sea was still, and we were going about ten
knota, A few of us who wore on deck saw & brg
some two miles distant standing across our bows,
The moenlight falling on her sails made her a pretty
object, As the steamer and the brig drew nearer,
we rather wondered that the steamer neither
slowed her eugmes nor changed her conrse,
for it was plain that the two wers
coming very close. A few minuigs later
the brig struck the steamer amidships with & erash
which bronght down on deck all the canvas she bad
set—and she was under full sail—with yarde and
pretty mueh all her top hamper. Luckily for us,
the brig at the last moment had put her
helm hard np, and so struck we at  &n
angle instead of bows on; otherwise we might bave
had a hole in our side like the nohappy Ville du
Havra, - Our engines were stopped amul a chorns of
shrieks and curses from the brig, on whose deck, o
far a8 wo could judee, everybody had becn either
killed or wounded by the falling tackle. The |eap-
tain of the steamer and the passengers rushed np
from below, and for the next two hours we had an
assrmbly nearly a8 noisy as the one now at Ver-
sailles, thongh better-tempered, After it Lad been
settled that we were not going to the bottom, and thas
our friends in the brig were uninjored except aloft,
inquiry arose how such @ thing could happen on
such a night, It turned out that the oflicer of the
deck and all the other ofticers ware below. that the
watch was asleep in the bows, and that the individ-
nal on the bridge in charge of the steamer was a
quartermaster so near-sighted that he conld u't ses
ten yards in front of him, and of course be had not
soen the brig at all.

The sworn statement of the caplain of the Viilo
dun Havre to the Collector of Customs at Cardifl 9
published. It leaves us pretty much where we were
in reapect to our knowledie of the canses of the col-
lision, Capt. Surmont was asleep in his cubin on
deck, woke without notice just before the collision,
“thongh his strict and written orders were 10 bhe
advised of the least incident that oecurred.” saw
the Loch Earn “ right ahead” as he left bi= cabin,
rushed to the bridge, and reached it just as the collis
ion took place, “My ship’s helm,” says Capt. Sunbont,
“ had been put  hard a-starboard, but we conld not
clear,” TV hen the belm was put hard a starboard,
the captain does not, probably cannot, say, Andrew
Enault. a seaman on the Ville dn Havie, wlo was
one of the watch on deck. says that when be firet
saw the Loch Earn it was " by her tigurein the
water,” which seems to mean her shadow i the
moonlight. He saw no lichts till after she bad got
astern, then saw them. The Ville du Havie bad
three lights burning brillisntly. It is just as mwuch
as ever a matter of conjecture bow long hefore the
collision the Loch Earn was sighted from rhe Vills
da Havre, and whether it was then w00 late to do
anything effectual, or whether the lights were seen
in time and the wrong thing done by the steaer.
As to the Loch Earn, sho was, according 10 the re-
ported testimony of Capt. Surmont, going close-
hanled, and she Lad & right to the read whether sha

Wad or not. e Wo K
— ——g——

A VALUABLE WORK OF ART LOST,

A Paris paper mentions that Meissonier's
wall-known pictare, * The Three Friends,” was lost p
the Ville du Havre. Tt bad been engraved, and wis « x-
hibited ju Paris in 1848 and sgnim (n 1684 it war insured.
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GENERAL FOREIGN
— ——E——
THE ASHANTEE WAR.
THE RING OF DAHOMEY AN ALLY OF THE ASHANTEES
—FEVEL AMONG THE BRITISH TROOPS,
Loxnox, Friday, Dec. 19, 1678,
Dispatches from the Gold Coast announce
that the King of Dalhomey has joined the Ashantees
The fever continues among the British troops, and 1o
invalids bave been sent to Bt Helena,
————
AFFAIRS IN CT'RA.
A COLUMY OF SPANTARDS ENTRAFFED INTO AN AMe
BUSCADE—CENSORSHIP OF THE PEFSS,
Havana, Dec. 18, via Ky West, Dec. 10.—
Advices from insurgent sources state that s column of
500 Spaniards set ont on Monday last (o sarprse & depot
of arms and smmnmtion near Gualmaro, but fell mte
an ambusende prepared for them by Geo. Maximo Go-

NEWA.

,mes, with 800 cavalry. Only 100 Spamards escaped.

Tueir commander and 200 soldiers were killed, and the
remainder were takgn prisoners. The Cubans subse-
quently released the gucrila Major Martelique aod
otber officers, and after atteuding to the wonnded sent
them under escort to the yvicinity of the Epanish lines,
A Bpanish column npder Col. Arminan has etarted in
pursuit of the insurgent force.

Representatives of the Republican journals of Cuba
have walted on the Colonial Minister, and presonted o
document remonstating against the censorship, and de-
olaring that their journals will be compelied to ocane
publication unless the rules are modified or abicebed.

Rt
THE TROUBLES AT MATAMORAS.
EFFORTS TO PREVENT COKTINA FHROM BEING DR
CLARED ELECTED MAYOR—CORTINA'S FRIENDS
UNDER ARMS,

Matamoras, Dec, 19.—There are appreben-
slons of serions troubles growlng out of the election for
Mayor of this city.@Gen. Cortina, who received & ma-
Jority of the popular votes, s obnoxious to the present
city anthorities, who are endesvoring to prevent him
from being declared elected by the retorn of the jadges
when they meet next Sunday. Four or five hindred of
Cortina’s friends are sald to be under arme with
& view to sostaining the claims of sheir echief,
The city suthoritica are reprosented to have spplied to
the National Go t by telegraph for the support
of she Faderal troops in this eity, which was denied.
The guard of Pederal troops has been withdrawn from
the public buildings, sod the city.anthorities bave
placed State troopa on dnty. A#s the National fores will
remain neutrsl in tbe eontest, Gen. Cortine will doubi-
less be sucoessink

——————

JUDICIAL ADMINIRETRATION IN CANADA,
A MEETING OF THE BAR OF QUEREC.

and suoh s W desiroy the coafidence which it ae the

b tribunal in

ta8 Sar of (be Blabrict ot Guoben i f toe spiaion tbak &

|puumrslmm pecessary for the

mmth_ocnul. « . .
A copy of the resolution is te be transmitted to the

Miuister of Justice, st Ottaws, aad o the Allornay-

The report that M. Bertholdi of the French

Legation at 8t. Petersburg bhas appointed Freoch
lﬁma'mg‘mnnrﬁﬁ,

The offices of the Diario de la Marina of
Havana were entared by burglure early yesierdaymorns-

ing %Am”“m'_ and bia a'o-ﬂot 'u: Ued,
securine shoat decainved with Wl Doy,



